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AID  TO  FAMILIES  WITH 
DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 


The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to  maintain  an 
strengthen  family  life  by  providing  financial  assis 
tance,  medical  assistance  and  social  services  t 
families  whose  children  are  deprived  of  financia 
support  by  parents  for  various  reasons.  These  rea 
sons  include  death,  physical  or  mental  incapacity 
partial  unemployment  of  the  father,  or  continued  ab 
sence  of  a  parent  for  such  reasons  as  divorce,  sepa 
ration,  imprisonment,  or  military  service. 

Social  guidance  and  counseling  services  are  pro 
vided  to  assist  families  with  social  problems.  Edu¬ 
cational,  job  training  and  job  placement  programs 
provide  recipients  an  opportunity  to  prepare  for  anc 
seek  employment. 

APPLICATION 

The  parent  or  other  caretaker  must  make  appli¬ 
cation  at  the  local  county  office  of  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Public  Aid.  In  Cook  County,  appli¬ 
cants  may  apply  at  the  office  serving  their  zip  code 
area. 

An  applicant  may  be  assisted  by  local  office 
staff  or  by  an  individual  of  his  choice  in  completing 
necessary  forms.  If  an  applicant  is  unable  to  come 
to  the  office,  the  caseworker  will  take  the  appli- 
cation  to  the  home. 


ELIGIBILITY 


THE  FAMILY 

To  be  eligible  for  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children,  a  child  must  be  living  with  a  specified 
relative  in  the  relative's  home.  The  relative  may 
be  a  blood  relative  -  mother,  father,  grandparent, 
sister,  uncle,  aunt,  first  cousin,  niece— or  an  adop¬ 
tive  father,  mother,  or  step-relative. 

THE  HOME 

The  purpose  of  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children  is  to  keep  the  family  together  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  good  home  for  the  children.  Occasionally  the 
*ome  conditions  are  such  that  arrangements  must 
be  made  for  the  children  to  live  elsewhere.  When  a 
home  is  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  proper  growth 
of  the  children,  the  county  department  cooperates 
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with  the  Department  of  Children  and  Family  Services 
in  asking  the  court  to  remove  the  children  and  in 
arranging  for  their  placement  with  other  relatives 
or  in  foster  care  facilities  until  the  home  situation 
improves. 

AGE  OF  CHILDREN 

To  qualify,  a  child  must  be  under  18  years  of  age. 
However,  children  18  through  20  are  eligible  if  they 
are  in  full-time  attendance  in  high  school,  vocational 
or  technical  school,  college  or  university. 

Children  16  or  over  who  are  not  in  full-time  school 
attendance  must  register  for  the  WIN  program  in  WIN 
counties  or  with  the  Illinois  State  Employment  Ser¬ 
vice  in  non-WIN  counties  to  remain  eligible  for  assis¬ 
tance. 


RESIDENCE 

To  be  eligible  for  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children,  the  child  and  the  parent  or  other  relative 
with  whom  the  child  is  living  must  be  living  in 
Illinois  with  intent  to  remain. 

INCOME 

A  family  is  eligible  for  assistance  if  the  income 
from  earnings,  pensions,  insurance  benefits  or  other 
sources,  or  support  and  contributions  from  relatives 
is  not  enough  to  meet  their  needs  according  to  the 
standards  of  the  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid. 

Only  available  income  is  budgeted  in  determining 
the  amount  of  the  assistance  payment.  Deductions 
from  gross  income  may  include  expenses  for  special 

needs  ioi  employ  fficiit  t  uniforms,  transportation, 
lunches,  etc.)  and  mandatory  deductions  for  Social 
Security,  income  taxes,,  required  health  insurance 
and  union  dues,  etc.  Department  policies  also  permit 
certain  income  exemptions  for  working  persons. 

SUPPORT  FOR  RELATIVES 

Illinois  laws  recognize  that  certain  relatives  are 
held  responsible  for  support  of  needy  persons.  Legal 
responsibility  for  contributing  toward  a  relative's 
support  is  limited  to:  spouse  for  spouse  and  parents 
for  children  under  21  years  of  age,  regardless  of  the 
children's  living  arrangement  and/or  emancipation 
from  the  home.  Relatives  legally  responsible  for 
providing  financial  assistance  to  members  of  their 
families  (1)  are  required  to  supply  information  about 
their  financial  circumstances  and  ability  to  support 


to  the  department  and  (2)  may  be  required  to  pay  any 
support  directly  to  the  department.  Legal  action  may 
be  required  in  separation  cases  or  against  a  putative 
father. 

The  department,  whenever  possible,  will  attempt 
to  find  absent  relatives  and  to  obtain  support  from 
them.  In  cases  where  an  applicant  refuses  tc  cooper¬ 
ate  with  the  department  in  locating  an  absent  parent 
or  spouse,  adjustment  may  be  made  in  the  welfare 
grants. 

All  applicants  for  and  recipients  of  Aid  to  Fami¬ 
lies  with  Dependent  Children  must  turn  over  any 
rights  to  support  of  members  of  the  assistance  units 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Aid.  If  the  caretaker 
relative  refuses  to  assign  rights,  his  portion  of  the 
grant  will  not  be  considered  in  determining  the  total 
amount  of  assistance.  Applicants  and  recipients  are 
also  required  to  furnish  the  Department  of  Public 
Aid  with  social  security  numbers  for  all  members  of 
the  assistance  unit.  If  family  members  do  not  have 
social  security  numbers,  the  caretaker  relative  is 
required  to  apply  for  them. 

ASSETS 

Additionally,  an  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children  family  unit  may  have  non-homestead  prop¬ 
erty  or  personal  property  including  cash  or  savings 
accounts  with  a  cash  value  not  exceeding  $150  for 
the  first  lamiiy  member  plus  $50  for  each  additional 
family  member,  which  is  disregarded  in  considering 
eligibility  and  the  amount  of  assistance. 

The  following  assets  are  not  considered  when  a 
family's  eligibility  for  AFDC  is  decided:  homestead 
property;  clothing  and  personal  effects;  household 
furnishings;  business  and  farming  equipment  needed 
to  produce  income;  motor  vehicles;  cemetery  lots; 
$1,000  life  insurance  per  member  of  the  assistance 
unit  and  the  principal  of  a  trust  fund. 

DUTY  TO  REPORT  CHANGES 
IN  ASSETS,  INCOME  AND  NEEDS 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  AFDC  recipient  to 
report  any  changes  in  family  size,  location  or  receipt 
of  income  or  assets  which  might  affect  his  assis¬ 
tance.  This  information  must  be  reported  to  the  local 
office  within  five  working  days  of  the  change  or 
prior  to  the  expenditure  of  the  most  recent  check  re¬ 
ceived,  whichever  comes  first.  Notification  can  be 
made  in  person,  or  via  letter  or  phone  call. 
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A  family  which  receives  more  aid  than  it  is  en¬ 
titled  to  because  of  failure  to  report  changes  in 
family  size,  income,  assets  or  need  is  required  by 
law  to  pay  back  a  sum  of  money  up  to  but  not  more 
than  the  entire  amount  of  excess  assistance  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  department.  If  the  money  is  not  repaid, 
the  state  may  take  legal  action  to  recover  it.  Cases 
where  more  than  $25  of  excess  assistance  was  accu¬ 
mulated  in  a  12-month  period  are  subject  to  recovery. 


DETERMINATION  OF  ELIGIBILITY 

The  local  office  of  the  Department  of  Public  Aid 
will  need  certain  information  to  decide  whether  an 
applicant  is  eligible  or  ineligible.  If  necessary,  the 
county  department  staff  will  help  the  applicant  se¬ 
cure  the  required  information. 

Information  about  the  family  is  held  in  strict  con¬ 
fidence  by  the  county  department.  The  county  depart¬ 
ment  will  make  a  review  of  the  family's  circum¬ 
stances  to  determine  eligibility  at  least  once  every 
four  months. 

RESPONSIBILITY  OF  APPLICANT 

The  parent  or  other  relative  who  applies  for  Aid 
to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  has  the  primary 
responsibility  to  furnish  the  information  needed  to 
establish  that  the  family  meets  the  eligibility  re¬ 
quirements  for  assistance.  If  the  applicant  is  unable 
to  obtain  the  needed  information  without  cost  or 
hardship,  he  should  seek  help  from  the  county  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Aid  or,  in  Cook  County,  from  the 
district  office  serving  his  zip  code  area. 

To  establish  the  family's  need  for  public  assis¬ 
tance,  full  information  must  be  given  about  income, 
assets  and  means  of  support  at  the  time  of  applica¬ 
tion.  Any  change  in  circumstances  must  be  reported. 

The  applicant  is  also  expected  to  cooperate  by 
keeping  appointments  and  by  having  any  medical 
examination  which  may  be  required. 

NOTIFICATION 

Prompt  attention  is  given  to  determining  eligibil¬ 
ity  of  the  family.  A  decision  will  be  made  and  the 
applicant  will  be  notified  within  45  days  of  the  date 
of  application. 


APPEALS 


An  applicant  for  or  recipient  of  public  assistance 
has  the  right  to  appeal  any  decision  by  the  county 
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Department  of  Public  Aid  or,  in  Cook  County,  the 
district  office  of  the  Department  of  Public  Aid  if: 
1)  he  considers  the  decision  unfair  2)  he  feels  he  has 
been  unfairly  forced  to  participate  in  a  service  pro¬ 
gram  3)  he  feels  he  has  been  unfairly  denied  or  ex¬ 
cluded  from  a  service  program.  Failure  of  the  county 
or  district  department  office  to  accept  an  applica¬ 
tion  or  reapplication  is  also  subject  to  appeal. 

An  applicant  may  appeal  if  he  believes  his  appli¬ 
cation  has  been  unjustly  denied  or  if  the  department 
failed  to  act  on  the  application  within  the  mandated 
45  day  period. 

A  person  receiving  assistance  may  appeal  a  deci¬ 
sion  which  he  feels  unfairly  limited  or  changed  the 
amount  of  his  grant.  He  may  also  appeal  when  he 
disagrees  with  any  action  of  the  county  department 
in  relation  to  his  status  as  a  public  aid  recipient. 

If  the  appeal  is  filed  within  10  days  after  the  date 
of  the  written  notification  of  the  departmental  deci¬ 
sion  being  questioned,  the  department's  action  to 
reduce,  suspend  or  terminate  assistance  must  be 
postponed  until  an  appeal  decision  is  made. 

The  recipient,  applicant  or  his  authorized  repre¬ 
sentative  must  exercise  the  right  of  appeal  in  writing 
within  60  calendar  days  after  the  written  notice  of 
the  decision  of  the  local  office.  The  department  will 
send  a  letter  explaining  its  decision  to  the  person 
who  has  appealed,  his  representative,  if  appropriate 
and  the  local  office,  usually  within  60  days  after 
the  appeal  is  made. 

Appeals  can  be  made  without  cost  to  the  appli¬ 
cant  or  recipient.  The  request  for  an  appeal  can  be 
filed  on  forms  obtained  from  the  county  department 
or  district  office.  The  hearing  will  be  conducted  by 
a  state  hearing  officer  in  the  county  where  the  appli¬ 
cant  or  recipient  lives.  The  person  appealing  can 
explain  his  case  and  have  others  present  to  help 
him  relate  the  facts. 

CIVIL  RIGHTS 

The  Department  of  Public  Aid  shall  not  directly 
or  through  contractual  or  other  arrangements,  on  the 
basis  of  race,  color,  or  national  origin  or  sex,  deny 
any  individual  care,  aid,  services  or  other  benefits 
provided  under  the  public  assistance  programs;  dif¬ 
ferentiate  in  the  extent  and  manner  in  which  these 
benefits  are  provided;  subject  an  individual  to  seg¬ 
regation  or  separate  treatment  in  determining  eligi¬ 
bility  or  other  requirements  to  qualify  for  benefits; 
or  deny  or  offer  anyone  an  opportunity  different  from 
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that  offered  others,  including  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  education,  training  and  employment¬ 
training  programs. 

Persons  with  complaints  concerning  alleged  dis¬ 
criminatory  conditions  or  practices  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Aid  or  other  agencies,  institutions,  organi¬ 
zations  or  individuals  providing  care  or  services  to 
an  individual  relative  to  his  status  as  a  public  aid 
recipient  may  do  so  in  writing  to  the  county  depart¬ 
ment  of  public  aid  or  to  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Public  Aid,  Supervisor  of  Inquiries  and  Referrals, 
316  So.  2nd  St.,  Springfield,  Illinois.  The  complaint 
may  be  sent  in  a  letter,  or  written  on  a  form  (DPA 
185,  Complaint  Concerning  Alleged  Discrimination) 
which  can  be  obtained  from  the  county  or  district 
office. 

The  department  will  investigate  all  complaints 
promptly  and  take  corrective  action  when  warranted. 
The  director  of  the  department  will  review  the  action 
taken,  and  the  complainant  will  be  informed  in  writ¬ 
ing  of  the  disposition  of  his  complaint. 


THE  ASSISTANCE  PAYMENTS 

FLAT  GRANT 

On  Oct.  1,  1973,  the  department  implemented  a 
Tat  grant  program  that  consolidated  90  special  allow* 
mces  previously  given  to  recipients  into  a  single 
jrant  based  on  family  size.  The  new  grant  is  design¬ 
ed  to  provide  a  family  with  a  single  monthly  check., 
he  amount  varying  according  to  family  size,  location 
in  the  state  and  whether  the  assistance  unit  includes 
in  adult.  Fifteen  special  allowances  are  retained 
inder  the  program  and  provisions  are  made  for  some 
emergency  and  special  situations.  Flat  grants  are 
ilso  available  to  some  working  persons,  based  on  a 
ormula  that  exempts  a  portion  of  earned  income  from 
he  total  amount  used  to  calculate  the  assistance 
front. 

Generally,  grant  amounts  differ  in  northern,  cen- 
ral  and  southern  Illinois  to  reflect  differences  in 
lousing  costs  in  the  three  areas  (see  chart.) 

Flat  grants,  in  some  cases,  may  be  made  to  in¬ 
dude  only  the  children  in  an  assistance  unit.  Such 
n°  adult"  grants  are  made  when  the  caretaker  adult 
s  self-supporting  or  is  being  supported. 

In  addition,  food  stamps  are  available  to  eligible 
imilies. 

Basic  assistance  grants  are  listed  below: 

-6- 


MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE 


All  AFDC  recipients  are  eligible  for  medical  care 
under  the  Medical  Assistance  program  and  the  com¬ 
panion  Medichek  program,  a  well-care  plan  that  pro¬ 
vides  eligible  children  with  check-ups  and  immuniza¬ 
tions. 

Payments  for  medical  care  are  made  directly  to 
the  source  of  care. 

FOOD  STAMPS 

With  few  exceptions,  persons  receiving  AFDC  are 
eligible  to  purchase  food  stamps.  Purchase  price  for 
the  stamps,  which  are  directly  redeemable  for  food 
products,  varies  according  to  the  size  and  income  of 
the  family. 

FUNERAL  AND  BURIAL  EXPENSES 

If,  at  the  time  of  a  recipient's  death,  his  estate 
is  insufficient  to  pay  his  funeral  and  burial  expenses 
and  his  legally  responsible  relatives  are  financially 
unable  to  meet  the  costs,  and  there  are  no  resources 
for  this  purpose,  the  county  department  will  pay  for 
the  funeral  and  burial  according  to  standards  set  by 
the  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid. 


EMPLOYMENT,  EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING 

EMPLOYMENT 

All  families  are  expected  to  support  themselves 
to  the  extent  possible.  The  employable  members  of 
a  family  applying  for  or  receiving  assistance  are  re¬ 
quired  to  register  for  and  accept  bona  fide  offers  of 
employment.  In  counties  offering  the  WIN  (work  in¬ 
centive)  program,  all  non-exempt  family  members  16 
years  of  age  and  older,  who  are  not  attending  school 
full-time,  must  be  registered  for  training  and/or  em¬ 
ployment. 

EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS , 

VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  AND  RETRAINING 

In  certain  counties  (Alexander,  Champaign,  Cook, 
Macon,  Madison,  Massac,  Peoria,  Pulaski,  Rock 
Island,  Sangamon,  St.  Clair,  Tazewell,  Winnebago 
and  Woodford)  the  Department  of  Labor  offers  a  WIN, 
work  incentive  program.  All  except  non-exempt  per¬ 
sons  receiving  AFDC  must  register  for  the  program 
and  must  accept  a  bona  fide  offer  of  employment. 
Persons  in  non-WIN  counties  are  required  to  register 
with  the  Illinois  State  Employment  Service  and  must 
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jasic  Amount  Per  Month 
GROUP  I 

Family 


Housing  Costs 


GROUP  II ‘ 


GROUP  III 


Si ^  V  No  Adult  Adult  No  Adult  Adult  No  Adult  Adult 


1 

$  69 

— 

$  62 

— 

$  57 

— 

2 

$132 

$216 

$120 

$204 

$112 

$177 

3 

$194 

$261 

$178 

$245 

$171 

$217 

4 

$249 

$317 

$238 

$300 

$226 

$267 

5 

$306 

$374 

$294 

$356 

$282 

$323 

6  1 

$360 

$428  ' 

$349 

$411 

$332 

$374 

7 

$413 

$481 

|  $400 

1  $463 

,  $385 

$427 

8 

$442 

$510 

$432 

$495 

$414 

$455 

9 

$493 

$561 

$481 

$543 

$460 

$502 

1° 

$537 

$605 

$526 

$589 

$501 

$542 

11 

$582 

$650 

$572 

$635 

$548 

$590 

12 

$635 

$703 

$624 

$686 

$595 

$637 

Differences  in  housing  costs  from  county 
to  county  will  be  reflected  in  grants 
under  the  Illinois  Consolidated  Standard 

Plan. 

Group  I  /  highest  housing  costs 

Kane  Ogle 

Kankakee  Whiteside 

Kendall  Winnebago 

Lake  Woodford 

McHenry 


Boone 
Champaign 
Cook 
DeKalb 
DuPage 


Group  H  / 

Adams 

Bureau 

Carroll 

Clinton 

Coles 

DeWitt 

Douglas 

Effingham 

Ford 

Fulton 

Grundy 

Henry 

Iroquoi  s 

Jackson 


lower  housing 
Jo  Daviess 
Knox 
LaSalle 
Lee 

Livingston 

Logan 

Macon 

Macoupin 

Madison 

McDonough 

McLean 

Mercer 

Monroe 

Morgan 


costs 

Moultrie 

Peoria 

Piatt 

Putnam 

Rock  Island 

Sangamon 

St.  Clair 

Stephenson 

Tazewel  I 

Vermi  I  ion 

Wabash 

Warren 

Will 


Group  III  / 

Alexander 

Bond 

Brown 

Calhoun 

Cass 

Christian 

C  lark 

Clay 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Edgar 

Edwards 

Fayette 

Franklin 

Gal  latin 

Greene 


lowest  housing 
Hami  Iton 
Hancock 
Hardin 
Henderson 
Jasper 
Jefferson 
Jersey 
Johnson 
Lawrence 
Marion 
Marshall 
Mason 
Massac 
Menard 
Montgomery 
Perry 


costs 

Pike 

Pope 

Pulaski 

Randolph 

Richland 

Sa  line 

Schuyler 

Scott 

Shelby 

Stark 

Union 

Washington 
Wayne 
White 
Willi  amson 


*  Fim.res  include  a  10  per  cent  cost-oT-iiving  im.ie«w  — -  .  orc 

Adjustments  are  made  upward  by  increments  for  families  of  more  t  an  mem  • 


accept  a  bona  fide  offer  of  employment.  Both  in  WIN 
and  non-WIN  counties,  recipients  of  public  assis¬ 
tance  are  provided  with  opportunities  to  engage  in 
educational  and  training  programs  to  prepare  them¬ 
selves  for  employment.  Among  programs  offered  are 
grade  school  and  high  school  courses,  vocational 
training  and  employment-training  programs.  The  de¬ 
partment  staff  will  assign  able-bodied  persons  who 
are  available  to  participate  in  the  type  of  program 
best  suited  to  their  needs  and  capabilities.  Recip¬ 
ients  will  be  required  to  participate  in  the  programs, 
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as  assigned,  as  a  condition  for  the  continuation  of 
the  family's  assistance  grant. 


PUBLIC  REGISTERS 

County  departments  are  reguired  by  law  to  main¬ 
tain  in  their  offices  registers  showing  the  names, 
addresses  and  amounts  of  assistance  receive,  .. 
recipients  of  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Chil¬ 
dren.  All  other  information  obtained  by  coun  y 
partments  about  applicants  and  recipients  is  strict iv 
confidential.  The  registers  may  not  be  used  to. 
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commercial,  personal  or  political  purposes.  Any  3  0112  120246571 

violation  of  this  rule  is  punishable  by  a  fine,  im¬ 
prisonment  or  both. 

Persons  requesting  to  see  the  registers  will  be 
asked  to  complete  a  Department  of  Public  Aid  re¬ 
quest  form. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Before  a  family  moves  to  a  different  address,  a 
change  of  address  must  be  reported  to  the  county 
Department  of  Public  Aid.  The  post  office  will  not 
forward  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children 
checks  to  a  new  address. 

In  some  cases,  the  Department  of  Public  Aid  will 
pay  for  moves  by  AFDC  families.  Families  who  are 
planning  to  move  are  urged  to  consult  with  their 
caseworker  to  determine  if  they  are  eligible  to  have 
the  department  pay  their  moving  costs. 

FRAUD 

Under  Illinois  law,  persons  who  make  false  state¬ 
ments  or  who  wilfully  deceive  and  misrepresent  their 
circumstances  to  the  Department  of  Public  Aid,  or 
persons  who  wilfully  fail  to  report  changes  in  in¬ 
come,  property  or  need  which  affect  the  amount  of 
assistance  they  are  entitled  to  are  subject  to  penal¬ 
ties. 

A  person  found  guilty  of  fraud  will  be  required  to 
repay  the  state  the  amount  of  assistance  received 
and,  in  addition,  may  be  fined,  imprisoned  or  both. 
Anyone  who  helps  or  encourages  a  person  to  mis¬ 
represent  his  case  by  any  means  is,  by  law,  also 
guilty  of  fraud. 

Cases  where  a  recipient  received  $25  or  more 
during  a  12-month  period  by  deliberate  fraud  will 
be  considered. 

SERVICES 

If  desired,  the  county  department  staff  will  pro¬ 
vide  various  other  services  to  families  receiving 
Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children.  For  ex¬ 
ample:  helping  them  to  obtain  essential  medical  care 
or  family  planning  services;  advising  them  how  to 
make  the  best  use  of  the  assistance  payments;  help¬ 
ing  them  to  plan  for  education,  vocational  training 
and  employment;  showing  them  how  to  use  the 
community  resources  and  services  available  for 
their  welfare  and  enjoyment;  discussing  problems 
affecting  the  child  and  family  relationship. 
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